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373  ‘A Select Whalewatching’ - courtesy of Dennis Minsky, Todd Motta, Joe Baines 

and Mark Delumba. 

 



 

XIV The Ends of the Earth 

 

381  ‘The inhabitants are mainly’ J. M. Parrish, John R. Crossland, Angelo S. 

Rappoport (editors), The British Encyclopaedia, Odhams Press, 1933, 438 

 

382  ‘Pierre hath ringed himself’ Pierre, op cit, 304.  ‘He is learning how to live, by 

rehearsing the part of death’, ibid, 305. 

 

384  ‘bridge of whale-ships’ quoted Thomas W. Puryear, ‘Vistas of Control’, 

Portraits of a Port, op cit, 6  

 

386  ‘Harpooning a whale’ Balaeia, Balaeia, film documentary, collection Serge 

Viallelle, Espaco Talassa, Lajes, Pico 

 

387  ‘People cry for the whales’ Antonio Domingos Avila to the author, 29 June 2007 

 

390  ‘Such is the endlessness’ Wheelbarrow, Moby-Dick, 155 

 

390  ‘You could smell’ - Alexandra Viallelle to the author, 11 December 2006 

  

390  ‘The ground was literally alive’ Malcolm Clarke to the author, 11 December 

2006 

 

391  ‘We were at full cook’ ibid 

 

392  ‘that a resemblance’ Beale, 1839, op cit, Chapter X 

 

393  ‘a disgusting sight’ Malcolm Clarke to the author, 11 December 2006 

 

393  ‘a torpid and sickly’ quoted Vincent, op cit, 319 

 

393  ‘a cicatrix forms’ ibid, 318 

 

394  ‘of a cool English wood’ Scheffer, op cit, 90 

 

394  ‘dragon’s spittle’ New York Times, 18 December 2006 

 

394  ‘Grisamber steamed’ Bullen, op cit, xv.  In his biography of Casanova, Ian Kelly 

notes that the lothario once ate a lock of a lover’s hair inside a piece of confectionary 

flavoured with ambergris.  See Ian Kelly, Casanova, Hodder & Stoughton, 2008; 

review by Sarah Bakewell, Independent, 27 June 2008. 

 

394  ‘for the same purpose’ Ambergris, Moby-Dick, 519 

 

394  ‘sailors used it’ - see Berzin on ambergris, op cit, 325-330 

 

395  ‘Oleaum Præscriptum’  J. D. Jamieson, ‘The Anointing of the Queen: some 

notes on the coronation oil’, The Pharmaceutical Journal, 30 May 1953, Westminster 

Abbey Library, 404-5.   



 

395  ‘Queen Victoria’ - Elizabeth I also objected to the smell, and requested that 

ambergris  be removed from the recipe.  I am grateful to Diane Gibbs of the 

Westminster Abbey museum for this information. 

 

395  ‘cutting up a spermaceti bull-whale’ Beale, 1839, op cit, Chapter X  

 

396  ‘a whale lately brought’ The Times, 7 January 1791 

 

396  'Soviet fleets’ see Berzin, op cit, 328 

 

397  ‘Creed’s of London’ - see Robert Chalmers, GQ magazine, 1 November 2002, 

GQ online. 

 

398  ‘PRECIOUS WHALE VOMIT’ New York Times, 18 December 2006 

 

398  ‘something less pleasant’, Richard Sabin to the author, 7 March 2008 

 

398  ‘One researcher at the museum’ - Stephen Roberts to the author, 7 March 2008 

 

399  ‘blue-shifted eye’ – see Whitehead, op cit, 165 

 

 

XV The Chase 

 

403  ‘And I only’ Epilogue, Moby-Dick, 687 

 

405  ‘compared to little else’ Scheffer, op cit, 12 

 

411  ‘Mesoplodon bidens. Status: unknown’ Mark Carwardine, Whales, Dolphins and 

Porpoises, Smithsonian Handbooks/Dorling Kinderlsey, 1995, 2002, 114-5 

 

415  ‘you may scrape off’ The Blanket, Moby-Dick, 411-2 
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